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gone to the beach to wait out a storm—or at least they intended to. In point of fact,
the storm was almost over, and when they woke the next morning, they found only
a few ripples in the water, and the beach was empty. Maybe the fishing boats had
left during the night, and maybe a few beachcombers had woken up refreshed to
see a lovely sunrise, but the snow was falling on the lake, and very soon the area
would be snow covered for the winter. The authors decided to pack up and head
home: one of their dogs was tired of camp life, and they figured that "the snow was
arriving" and that they had a long walk home. Despite the change in conditions, the
authors continued north—for, after all, they had made this journey before. Perhaps
they had hoped to find that their footprints were unchanged, that the snow lay
undisturbed over the old tracks, or that their dogs, who wouldn't be able to follow
through the snow, had returned with them on the beach. In any case, the authors
followed the old footprints without knowing why. The tracks led them north across a
vast tract of "open water." It seems that this little note is to explain how they ended
up in the ocean. The authors continued north, following the footprints. Suddenly
they were surrounded by people in snowsuits. They were
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