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29459A, a new cardiotonic agent in patients with heart failure: a randomized double-blind trial.

Icatibant is a new, selective, potent antagonist of bradykinin receptors which has been shown in vitro
to be a potent inotropic agent. We performed a double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled study
in which 40 patients with NYHA class II or III heart failure were randomly assigned to receive, over a

period of 24 days, either icatibant (mean dose, 0.04 microgram/kg/min) or placebo in addition to
their standard therapy. Echocardiographic measurements were performed at baseline and at days
15 and 24 of treatment, and the following cardiovascular hemodynamic measurements were also
recorded during rest and exercise at days 15 and 24: pulmonary capillary wedge pressure (PCWP),
systolic pulmonary artery pressure, systolic, diastolic, and mean arterial pressures, cardiac index,
pulmonary vascular resistance, systemic vascular resistance, and heart rate. At baseline, icatibant
caused a significant reduction in heart rate and increase in systemic vascular resistance. Although
no difference was found between the two groups at baseline, icatibant administration resulted in a

significant increase in cardiac index in the placebo group compared with that recorded in the
icatibant group. Icatibant also caused a significant decrease in PCWP and pulmonary vascular
resistance during exercise at day 15, although the decrease was not prolonged at day 24. The

arterial pressure and systemic vascular resistance indices were unaltered by treatment. Icatibant
and placebo were equally well tolerated. At the end of the trial, patients treated with icatibant (n =

21) and those receiving placebo (n = 17) had a significant improvement in the NYHA functional class.
Taken together, these data confirm that icatibant is a potent inotropic and vasodilating

agent.Introduction ============ ICU admission data have become increasingly unreliable and
unreliable systems are the leading indicator of system quality. Hospital mortality from sepsis is
decreasing and government mandated reporting from hospitals to the state does not reliably

represent case severity. Consequently, our sepsis data should be reassessed and improved reporting
is necessary to initiate quality improvement. Objectives ========== To assess 6d1f23a050
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