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samples. The measurement of antigens in blood
is an important component of the early stages
of the diagnosis of many infectious diseases. A
simple, sensitive and accurate method for the
quantitation of various antigens in serum or
plasma is needed. The methods used to date for
the measurement of circulating antigens require
the use of radioactive label reagents, antibodies
to detect antigens of interest or may require
extraction of the antigens. We describe a
sensitive and robust immunoassay based on the
use of tyramide signal amplification. Our assay
is specific and sensitive with a wide dynamic
range, and the dynamic range is easily
adjustable by altering the concentration of the
detection antibody. The minimal detection limit
is approximately 0.01 ng/ml and the linear
range extends from 10 ng/ml to 30 microg/ml.
In addition, the assay is simple, rapid, and
requires no sample cleanup or extraction of the
antigen of interest. Because the system is based
on fluorescence-signal detection, it can easily
be adapted to read microtiter well plates for
high-throughput screens for inhibitors of several
target antigen-antibody pairs.Q: Calling a
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