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hence, before we can say much about what family means, we need to be clear about what family we mean and what we mean by the word. after all, we usually do not mean the extended family, with aunts, uncles,
and in-laws, who we call upon for aid, help, or comfort in times of need, as the persons we call family. when we talk of family, we usually mean those who are the closest to us, or who are at least close to us, and to
whom we are most indebted for our nurturing and protection. since this is the most common sense of the word family, we will use this for the purpose of this discussion. the members of this family include those who
are near and dear to us, or who are important to us and to whom we have a bond of affection, not necessarily blood. since all families share this characteristic, we might say that all families are families of some kind,
even if they are not families in the sense in which we use the term. because the family of the mother and father is the most intimate and the most important of the families of which we are part, it is sometimes said

that all families are nuclear families, though in a way this is a misleading term, since it suggests that there is some kind of hierarchy among the families of which we are part. the fact is that the family is in many ways
all-inclusive. while we have defined the family as that group of persons who are the closest to us, there are other ways in which this group may be defined. the most important of these is that the family comprises

those persons who are most responsible for the welfare of the group of whom we are a part. if a group of people are all doing their best to make sure that the welfare of the group is taken care of, it is very likely that
we can call them a family. in this case the people who are most responsible are the parents. it is for this reason that the family of the mother and father is often referred to as the nuclear family. another way of

defining the family is as that group of people who are most responsible for the well-being of the individual. this is the reason why the family of a sick person is called the primary family.
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