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our work on this new edition of this book has been supported by a generous grant
from the american council of learned societies. the acls supported the international
team of experts who have been working on this project, as well as the publication of
the book, including editing, design, and web work. their support has been essential
to our effort to produce the book you are holding in your hands. thanks to the acls,
we could offer our students a textbook that was not only better written and more
research-intensive, but also much more extensive in scope. the result is that film

history an introduction has become an indispensable tool for introducing students to
the history of film and film studies. i had the good fortune to present at many book

clubs and academic conferences since the publication of the first edition of this book
in 2006. i would like to thank all those who have taken time to consider my work on

this book. i am especially grateful for the kind comments i received from two key
audiences: the new generation of film students at the university of wisconsin-

madison, and a group of scholars at nyu, who supported the production of the book.
our final thanks go to the many students who have read the book as part of their

writing projects. they have helped us develop the new edition by writing to us and
by the careful attention they gave to our work. among those who have helped us
with this new edition, we thank: arman singh, juan fernández, arturo angulo, juan
carlos zabala, cara gabel, zachary fulkerson, anna flannagan, milagros anuncio,

pnina arbiv, ashleigh jacobs, and margot ellis.
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i hope this book will encourage you to question some of the ways you think about
film. i hope it will encourage you to look at the various ways that people make films.
i hope it will encourage you to think about the different sets of techniques that are
available to a filmmaker. and i hope it will encourage you to realize that every film
has a unique approach to the problems of storytelling. every film is different. for a

good introduction to the history of film, consult the following titles. they will give you
a good idea of what you can find out about film. for a more detailed look at the

history of film, there are two books we recommend. the first is the standard history
of film, the american film industry by david bordwell, janet staiger, and kristin
thompson, published by university of california press in 2001. it is available for

download as a pdf from amazon. it also serves as a good reference for film history.
the second is the encyclopedic study of world cinema, the senses of cinema by

penelope houston, published in 1991 by university of california press. this edition
also includes a new chapter on hollywoods impact on world cinema, which includes
discussions of three important figures: satyajit ray, apichatpong weerasethakul, and
luis buñel. i also began to incorporate the work of george chauncey on hollywoods
influence on the creation of national cinema. this idea inspired a new chapter that
examines how filmmakers in eastern europe, china, and india dealt with the ways

hollywoods system of distribution and publicity shaped their own film industries. we
also added a new section on the importance of the hollywood studios to the
development of world cinema, and expanded our discussion of international

animation in the years of the cold war. 5ec8ef588b
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