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after all, joe thought, you cant make a buddha out of a dog. and you can get a
girl into trouble by making a joke out of the nature of man. joe remembered a

line from the rules of the order, about what one could say to a member of
another cabal: theyre like a lot of other people, they cant understand those

things. i prefer to think of them as like no people. thats an even more
terrifying thought. if we try to be like other people, then we become like them,
and always must become like them to one degree or another. a man becomes
a man by being like other men and so imitating him in more or less superficial
ways. a woman becomes a woman by imitating her mother and so copying her
to a pretty large degree. now im not suggesting that the members of the order

are perfect, or even admirable. we make mistakes, just like everybody else.
ive known a number of them, and theyve known a number of me. but im sure

it takes a lot of practice and serious effort to become a cabalist, and in the end
you learn that you cant make a buddha out of a dog. hagbard and joe drank

the pills in silence, and then hagbard had a good laugh. it was the first time he
had laughed in days, and it seemed to him like he had been crying. then

hagbard stood up and cleared his throat. ive been meaning to tell you, joe, he
said. this morning, your wife came to the door, wanting to talk to me. i told her

to go away, but she said she was ill, and she had to talk to me. and now im
going to kill her. i wont do it so that she can collect on a life insurance policy,
and for all your benefit. well, this is a new development, but whatever. its still
the way i proposed it last time, when we were saying good-bye. but this time,

of course, shes gonna die, beheaded by me, with my love. itll make a good
story, wouldn’t it? 5ec8ef588b
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